Characteristics of patients at risk for adverse drug events: designing for patient safety and decision support.
Adverse drug events are a significant global health issue. In this paper we describe our research work to date in identifying the characteristics of patients who are at risk for adverse drug events. We conducted a focus group study with health professionals to identify those characteristics of patients that health professionals attend to if they believe a patient is at risk for an adverse drug event. This work is being undertaken in order to develop an electronic decision support system that will alert health professionals to the presence of such patient characteristics in order to support their clinical decision making.